In the course of leprosy there have been developed acute manifestations of fever, exanthema and joint pains, which may give rise to a frequent occurence of the face-swelling as seen in a case of the rose-disease.
Such acute symptoms appear in all the types of leprosy : maculo-anaesthetic type, lepromatous type and also erythema nodosum leprosum (E. N. L.), and they have been named clinically " akuter Schi b " (acute relapse), " lepra reaction ", or " reaction fever " by some leprologists or others.
This reaction appearing in a case of the maculo-anesthetic type bears a close resemblance in its origin and symptom to that occurs in the lepromatous type, excepting in the E. N. L..
However, when developed in a course of the lepromatous type, it is of the writer's opinion that another nomenclature should be selected in accordance with reasons as follows :
(1) The acute relapse presents itself on the one hand in the maclo-anesthetic type, while on the other hand, though very similar in its condition, it comes out on the lepromatous type which is great different from the formers.
(2) More fundamental difference exists in serology, pathology and clinic between the two types. (3) The acute relapse in course of the lepromatous type resumes its original symptoms in some cases or, instead, takes a course of the secondary neural leprosy. (4) Histo-pathologically in acute infiltration more lepra bacilli exist in the eruptive regions than in maculo-anesthetic type, and also less lepra bacilli than in lepromatous infiltration. (5) Mitsuda's reaction, although negative before an appearance of the acute infiltration, becomes positive at the time of its occurence. (Tab. II) Moreover, this relapse is not nodules or infiltrations in lepromatous type which abruptly augmented and aggravated.
Again in leprosy, "infiltration" is what has been unequivocally applied to lepra cells infiltration. Neverthless the acute infiltration, inspite of the symptoms appeared in the lepromatous type, does not show histo-pathologically such a structure or somewhat near it.
With the reason thus far, it should be distinguished also in the meaning of its own from acute lepromatous infiltration. (6) It seems that the acute infiltration belongs to border-line group under the leprosy classification which is determined on the 6th International Leprosy Comference at Madrid (1953), but it is either different from acute symptoms of neural-macular type by histopathological figures or negative result of Mitsuda's reaction before attack of acute infiltration. And also it is different from acute lepromatous infiltaation or lepromatous type with changing into positive reaction of Mitsuda's test and turning good prognosis.
So, the author thinks that the acute infiltration does not belong to neural-macular type but special case of lepromatous type. (7) Acute infiltration comes out after long duration of resorption stadium of lepromatous type, or early stadium of transition to lepromatous type from neural or macular types. (Tab. I) Brief description of the acute infiltration : (1) The acute infiltration is to be applied to a group of abrupt symptoms of acute eruption of the skin and infiltration as temporary as seen in the case of the rose-disease. It takes place in the early stage of the lepromatous type or in a prolonged period of absorption, with a fever 37*-39*G at the early stage of its appearance, and being often accompanied by the joint pains.
(2) Histo-pathologically it shows a structure like the tuberculoid type and more concentration of bacilli is found than in tissue of "akuter Schub " of the neural-macular type, and it is a certain fact that acute infiltration belongs to lepromatous type. (3) With the acute infiltration as a turning point, Mitsuda's reaction becomes positive which remains for a fairly long period (about two years at least).
The author has experienced an instance which had remained positive as long as about twenty years. (Tab. II) (4) Due to the acute infiltration once occurred, the condition of the disease is remarkably improved, some cases eventually shifting to a secondary neural leprosy. (5) In view of these symptoms, the author wants to designate and establish the "acute infiltration" in order to classify it from " akuter Schub " of neural-macular type, E. N. L, or acute lepromatous infiltration. Vol. 23, No. 3, p. 119 , Tajiri : Mitsuda's Reaction in Cases of Acute Infiltration.)
